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Dear Ms McArdle, 

Re: Footbridge replacement proposals – Churchill Road  

I am writing in response to your recent letter about these proposals, and with concerns 
and questions raised by the local community in Highgate, for which I am ward councillor, 
and in the neighbouring ward of Kentish Town.  

A number of residents attended the information event and have contacted me with 
requests that the opportunity should be taken when rebuilding the bridge to make it 
accessible for people with disabilities and for cyclists to push their bikes across, with a 
ramp as well as or instead of the steep stairs proposed.  
 
I agree with them that the works are a real chance to improve access between Highgate 
and Kentish Town and would have significant benefits for our communities. However, 
with the plans already made, a very short window of engagement with local people, and - 
as planning officers have told us – only a chance to influence the appearance of the 
bridge via the planning system, it seems that the community engagement process is 
intended only to let people know what will happen, not to seek their views.  
 
This is a missed opportunity, so I am writing to urge Network Rail to consider postponing 
these works and investigating how to make this link work better for people of all abilities, 
in genuine consultation with the local community. 
 
Secondly, I have some questions about the effects of the bridge works on the piped 
culvert that runs along the side of the current bridge, believed to be carrying waste water. 
Residents have asked what plans there are for this pipe as part of the works, but have so 
far received no information about this. I would be very grateful if you could supply details 
of plans to move or raise the pipe, and any agreements that have been reached with 
Thames Water on the works. In particular, we would like to know any temporary or 
permanent implications for the removal of storm water from Dartmouth Park, as this is an 
area of high flood risk. Any detailed assessments of this risk would be very useful to see. 
 
Yours sincerely  

 
 
Councillor Siân Berry 
Highgate Ward    
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